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The profound crisis through which, the world is passing 
must be a matter of deep and active concern to the people of 
Saskatchewan. This crisis grows out of the desperate attempts 
of‘the imperialists of the United States, Britain and.Canada, to 
"launch offensive war'against the Soviet Union, to turn back Ihe 
clock of history, to- halt the growth of the socialist movement 
■In all parts of the world, to place the burden of post-war recon¬ 
struction upon the backs of the farmers and workers; in short, to 
make the world safe for the profits of the great Anglo-Araerican- 
Canadian monopolies. . -n 

The foreign policy which the King government. carries . 
through, as the willing partner of British and.American imperial¬ 
ism, has already meant vast financial loss to Saskatchewan's farm¬ 
ers,; The Wheat Agreement with Britain is part and parcel of the 
whole foreign policy of the Dominion government, for that agree¬ 
ment provides British imperialism, at the expense: of the farmer, 
with cheap Canadian wheat which may be used as.,a .weapon to starve 
into submission those governments of Europe which do not' carry out 
the; bidding of the Anglo-American bloc. More than this, the 
foreign policy of' the King government will, unless halted by the 
united will of the people, bring disaster to Saskatchewan which . 
cannot be measured in terms of money. For the King government 
with its "Operation Muskox" and "Operation North*, : and. its anti- 
Soviet spy scare, prepares the ground for the war between the 
United States and the Soviet Union — the war which is the cherish¬ 
ed dream of the great monopolies who say that:this must .be the 
American Century; but a war which we must never cease to point 
out IS NOT INEVITABLE. That war, if it ever came, would be fought 
in Northwestern Canada with atomic weapons. Our province would 
then be in the front lines; our cities would feel the searing heat 
of the atomic bomb; our people would die by the thousands from the 
plagues which the scientists tell us can be spread in future wars. 
When we talk of war, let us never again think of it as something 
that will take place far away. • If-there is another war, .it will 
be fought here in Saskatchewan and in Canada. The geography of 
the world places this inescapable fact before us. The.only way 
to keep the next war out' of Saskatchewan is to make sure that 
there is no next war. 

As the great Canadian monopolies and their agent, the 
•Goyerhment of Canada, gbt tough with Russia, so at the same .time, 
aM'quite-naturally, they follow the policy of getting tpugh with 
the Canadian- 1 ’people'* The income of the farmers and the workers 
is kept down. The prices of manufactured goods are allowed, to 
soar. Ilsley reduces the income tax of a great corporation lawyer 
earning $50,000 by-$3210 a yeah, but he-still takes $118 from a 
married worker or farmer earning $2000 a year. Cash income: from 
the sale of farm products in Saskatchewan in. 1945 dropped by 
$127,600,000 as compared to 1944.' The'income of Saskatchewan far¬ 
mers- in terms * of what they have t o b uy cont inued to fall rapidly 
in the early months of 1946. DaS. George Britnell of the Univer¬ 
sity-'of Saskatchewan lias worked out a ratio between the prides of 
what the farmer sells and What he has to buy. .'That ratio fell ■ 
from 129-il -in January of 1946 to 124.5 in April. This is not to 
be wondered at in view of the 12^ increase in the price of farm 
machinery, the increase in gasoline,^ lumber, and clothing. The 
price of wheat lias been raised lOp' this fall, but still 160,000,000 
bushels of wheat will be given to Great Britain at a loss of 50^ 
on every bushel, or $80,000,000 on the deal.- Still the farmer is 
called upon the subsidize the entire nation by taking a loss on 
all 1 wheat sold domestically. 

The decline in agricultural revenue is paralleled by the 
decline in the revenue of our•secondary Saskatchewan Industries, 
including metallic minerals, coal, clay production, and fisheries. 
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The period of wartime prosperity is drawing to a close 
for Saskatchewan. The income of our people is being cut so that 
Iviassey-Harris, the C.P.R. , the mortgage companies and all the 
rest may be able' to pay still bigger* dividends' to their share¬ 
holders. Slowly, "but none the less surely' this province is be¬ 
ing pushed back, into depression. • ■' 

All these developments at home and throughout the world 
are.not a sign that the capitalist system is becoming"' stronger. 
Rather they are indications of desperate weakness. As the social¬ 
ist; Soviet Union plans for rising standards of living, the leaders 
..of the capitalist world can find no way to s increase their profits, 
and still make it possible for the people to consume the vast 
quantities of goods which our productive capacity makes possible. 

■ The.Hew York stock market weakens, warning of depression to come. 

The. area of the earth's surface open to capitalist exploitation 
grows constantly smaller. Even in its last stronghold, America, 

■ the labor and farm movements are fighting'militantly t o wrest from 
the capitalists a portion of their profits. Thus capitalism, 

.challenged on every hand, facing new, more devastating economic 
crises, prepares to fight back with the only weapon left to it— 
violence — violence against the world's first socialist state, 
violence against .the new-democratic governments of. Europe, viol¬ 
ence against the workers and farmers, here in Canada. In a word, 
capitalism on this continent increasingly turns to fascism and 
war as the instruments by which it hopes to solve the contradic¬ 
tions of-its system. 

. , K ■. ' 

There is only one possible answer to*the plans of monopoly 
capitalism. That answer is to be found in the united,' militant 
organization^ of the people to fight back against the offensive of 
reaction. Tnat organization of the people is being achieved. Eor 
us in Saskatchewan this: was. pr oven by the farm strike. In that 
struggle, thousands, of Saskatchewan farmers showed how deeply con¬ 
cerned ;they were for. ..the future, showed their understanding of the 
need for militant action. Obvious weaknesses in organization and 
inadequate preparation wore, overcome?- in community after community. 
Farmers of all religions and all races stood together on the picket 
line. Unity in action was forged between the labor-progressive 
and C.C.x 1 . farmers,, and the C.C.-F. leadership did not dare to try 
to^stand in the way.. The-farmers learned more clearly than ever 
before who their friends were and who their ^enemies were. Above 
all they learned the need for a strong, vital, active farm organi- 
zati on. ;>•- 

The, workers of our cities saw in the farm strike a struggle 
forthe same objectives as those sought by the steel workers, auto 
workers, rubber‘w or kers, 'the electrical workers, and the textile 
workers. The foundation w.as laid for farmer-labor unity on a 
higher level than ever before. 

The farm strike was, insofar as Saskatchewan is concerned, 
the opening engagement of the counter-offensive■of the people 
against monopoly. It has awakened throughout the province a new, \ 
deeper and more widespread awareness of the need for united or¬ 
ganization to achieve certain very definite objectives. What are 
these objectives for. Which the Saskatchewan people are prepared 
to do battle against monopoly capitalism and the. King government? 

I. think the following points represent a program around which the 
citizens of Sa.skatche.wan^arc prepared to gather and march: 

PAR ITY PRICES FOR FARM PRODUCTS 

Ih the. strike struggle the words "parity prices" became 
a rallying slogan for tens of. thousands of farmers. To them 
parity prices arc.prices for their products which bear such a re¬ 
lationship to their costs of lining and farm operation as will in¬ 
sure to-them at all times the high standard of living which this 
rich country is capable, of* providing to its people. While we as 
Marxists know^that such a goal is not obtainable in any full sense 
unaer capitalism, it should be pointed out that in the United 
States under t*he Roosevelt administrati on a great deal was done 
to achieve prices that are closer to parity than those that have 


generally prevailed in Canada. It is beyond the scope of this 
report to analyse the’ work' done under the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act and related legislation in the United States. (A good brief 
summary of this work is contained in the paper submitted to the 
Provincial government by Dr. G. E. Britnell on the Nature and 
Validity of the Parity Concept). The point we must make is that 
no one can claim after the American experiences that the idea of 
parity prices is without validity. The farm movement should elab¬ 
orate its concrete proposals for legislation designed to bring 
about parity prices, and in the discussion of the problem our party 
should assist in every way possible. The fight for parity prices 
must be carried into every corner of the province; every organiza¬ 
tion concerned about the future of our province must be involved. 

It should be stressed that parity prices should apply not 
only to wheat but to other farm products as well. In fact, the 
price relationships between wheat and hogs should be such as to 
encourage rather than discourage greater hog production. The de¬ 
cline in hog production and the return to a purely wheat economy 
is an unhealthy development in Saskatchewan agriculture. A wheat 
economy is one in which all the eggs are in one basket and when 
the basket drops, the whole economic fabric of the province is 
weakened. 

; \' 

It must also be recognized that in the final analysis the 
price structure of: Saskatchewan farm products depends on the ex¬ 
port market. Hence the whole foreign policy of the. Dominion 
Government, which determines its trade policies, is' of the most- 
tremendous importance to Saskatchewan agriculture. A foreign 
policy designed to starve out the progressive European governments, 
a foreign policy which offers no. help to the Asiatic peoples 
striving for freedom and decent standards' of life, such a foreign 
policy offers to Saskatchewan the* prospect of nothing but acute 
agrarian crisis. That is why the’fight for a progressive foreign 
policy is inseparable 'from the fight for decent .prices for the 
Saskatchewan farmer. Such a progressive foreign policy would pro¬ 
vide for generous credits to other governments to enable them to 
purchase^the food we grow in such abundance and which is so des¬ 
perately needed in other parts of the world. Such a progressive 
foreign policy would contribute to confidence in ,the stability of 
peace, and would lead other countries to rely on obtaining imports 
from Canada, rather than striving for economic self-sufficiency. 

■ FULS EMPLOYMENT, ■ HtC-HER WAGES, SHORT ER JIOURS. EQR SASKATCHEW AN WOR KERS 

Like the .farmers, the working people'_pf' Sa'ska-tchewan have 
been faced with;.rapidly rising costs of living at. a. time when there 
are fewer jjobs., and when wage rates are rising, very slowly indeed 
in the face of -continued wage freezing.. It is not generally 
realized how badly wages in- Saskatchewan ,have lagged behind those 
in other provinces. On* juhe 1st of this year per' capita." weekly 
earnings of Saskatchewan workers stood at $21.64 a week, which is 
the. lowest of any. province west of Quebec and the Maritimos — 
areas of notoriously depressed wages. The struggle for higher 
wages and shorter hours has been slow getting underway in this 
province. It,is the-most urgent task facing the trade union move¬ 
ment 0 in : Saskatchewan, and in that task our Party must.. lend every 
assistance.- - : . '" • , 

a - ; : y". v - • 1. ■ - , . 1 ... - •. • • 4 .**■■ ■ 

.The, labor-Pr ogress'ive Party is firmly, in support of a 
maximum work week of 40 hours', of minimum wa^c rates ho- lower 
than 65y an hour., V/e believe that such rates ..should be established 
by t he,-. Dominion government through riatlon-W.idh legislation, and we 
will support .amendments to the SNA' Act to make possible national 
legislation of this kind. However, we wish to emphasize that 
failing the enactment of such national legislation, ..the provincial 
government will have- to assume the responsibility for legislation 
to provide for higher minimum wages, aud the 40 hour week..._ We will 
oppose, as will the labor movement, any -attempt - of-the"-Saskatchewan 
government to scuttle its existing legislation in return for in¬ 
ferior national labor legislation. 
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CURB THE PROFITEER ING OF THE* G RE AT' MONOPO LIES : 

The monopolies 'are reaping huge profits by the present 
orgy of inflationary pripe increases which are sucking from the 
working and farming” people,. and most" especially our returning 
veterans, the last nickel^ of their war-time sayings, it is not 
necessary to enumerate the. items on which..price increases have 
taken place. It would be easier to enumerate those very few on 
which there have -been no increases. The cost of food and clothing 
has risen sharply. Tho : cost -of production on the farm has risen 
as a result of price increases in farm machinery,- in ^.soline and 
many other articles. Around this question there is the basis for • 
tho fullest unity between the worker, the farmer, the housewife, 
the veteran, .the small shopkeeper to roll back prices and keep 
them rolled back. The lie that higher wages mean higher prices 
must be nailed once and for all. The increases in farm prices 
which the farmer justly demands must be taken out of the hides of 
the middlemen, the millers, and th^ packers who have been and are 
salting away great sums of money as a result of the spread between 
what they pay to the farmer and what they sell at to the consumer. 

Saskatchewan in particular ►mus^t unite against tho plot, 
of the railway companies who are demanding a 50 jo froight rate in¬ 
crease which can only still further aggravate the difference be¬ 
tween the freight rates paid in the cast and. in the west. One way 
in which freight rates can be kept down is through the fullest 
utilization of the Hudson Bay Railway, another question around 
which very great unity of action can be developed throughout the 
west. . 

FEDE RAL ASSISTANCE FOR SOCIAL SER VICES ADD TO BUI LD UP SASKATCHEWA N 

Saskatchewan’s people need better health services, better 
educational facilities, higher old age pensions. But because a 
great part of the wealth we produce is drained away to the great 
monopolies in the east, and because of the limited taxation powers 
of provincial *governmcnts, it is very difficult for our Saskat¬ 
chewan government to raise the money to pay for these.things. Sas¬ 
katchewan needs a great irrigation development to make full use of 
the Saskatchewan river', to revolutionize the economy of the south¬ 
western part of our province. 2,000,000 acres of dry lands in 
southern Alberta and Saskatchewan can be brought under the irriga¬ 
tion ditch for $5110,000,000. At the same time, adequate water 
supplies from the "Saskatchewan river could be insured to the cities 
of Moose Jaw and Regina now facing exhaustion of their present sup¬ 
plies. Saskatchewan ‘‘needs.‘a great development in the direction of 
rural electrification so that economical use may be made of the 
great hydro-electric site at Fort A la Corne, where a plant can 
be constructed for $25,000,000 capable of supplying far more than 
twice the present electrical consumption of the province. Indeed 
the plant will not be economical unless there is a great increase 
in the consumption of electricity. 

j 

- Saskatchewan needs at least 50,000 new homes. 

The Saskatchewan government is by. no means in a position 
to assume all the cost of such d evel opment s. For better social 
services, for higher standards of education and health, for the 
building up of the economy of the province through -irrigation and 
rural electrification, for the construction of homes, there is a 
most urgent need for Federal financial assistance. It is the 
Federal government which alone has the power to tax the great cor¬ 
porations which profit from Saskatchewan, and to return the money 
so raised to the province in such a way as to benefit the people. 
But again obviously this is not going to be done, unless the people 
of this province unite to demand that it be done, and to demand 
.that our provincial government also take up vigorously the strug¬ 
gle for Federal aid along these lines. 

A CA HA PIAli FOREIGN POLICY DEDI CATED TO THE FIGHT FOR PEACE: 

In a very fundamental sense this is the most important 
question of all. If th'e war plans of the Canadian monopolies are 




blocked, they-will be unable to carry out their attacks on the 
Canadian; people. They will be forced to give .concessions in the 
face of rising public pressure. We, have already .Spoken ‘of the way 
in which the war plans of the Canadian imperialists threaten first 
of-all the economy of Saskatchewan, and finally the very life of 
every .man, woman.and' child within this pr ovince. The position of 
our Party on Canadian foreign policy.is fully stated in the report 
of our National Convention, and does not need to be re-iterated 
herei Suffice to say Saskatchewan must take its place with all 
the:;rest of Canada'; in a great crusade for peace. 

' • .u, These, then are. the great issues, on* which the fight between 

.-•-the; people of...Saskatchewan and the monopolies will be joined. 'It 
“'^cannot possibly be stressed too strongly that thebe 'issues will be 
decided in favor of the people ONLY if the people .unite together 
• and fight.-,.: for- their solution. This cannot be a •question of passing 
pious resolutions'. There must be great conferences, demonstrations, 
delegations to Ottawa, strike struggles around those“issues. There 
must, be an awakening to. the urgency of the issues on the part of 
all the organizati on.s of-the people — the United, Farmers, the unions, 
'the Legion,, the women’s organizations,, the CCFlcommittees,. and last 
butr certainly not least , the clubs of the L.P.P." There, must be’ a 
development on a higher level than ever before of people’s unity 
in action between .all these groups. Only such dcvcleminent s as these 
will bring immediate.^ih'S for the people, and it is Only through 
- thes'e developments’ that'-'the road will be .opened fo’f the advance to 
a socialist Canada• " - lr -. : ‘ 

It .is ih the light of these consideratiohs that we must 
judge-the CfF... government in this province. It should' be said first 
.of all that the present Saskatchewan government has enacted a num¬ 
ber of very comm end able and long overdue reform’s, notably in the 
fields of labor legislation, education, and health. These reforms 
-.’bave' not and o'pvio.usiy will not solve any of the deep going economic 
problems, of the people of Saskatchewan-—those, problems which we have 
j.ust been outlining in .our discussion of a program. 'The only final 
solution to these problems lies in socialism—the elimination of ex¬ 
ploitation of "man by man, - the - ownership of the means of production 
by the people, and the ‘distribut'don of the wealth .prSdUced by those 
means of production for the benefit of all the people. . The reforms 
of the CCF government have nothing in common with socialism. They 
J buying out of a few capitalist business concerns such as- the-'bus 
lines does not' constitute socialism. I.n the first place, these con¬ 
cerns do not in any way represent the great core.of Canadian dapital- 
. ism-which is-.concentrated in banking, mining, and" heavy industry. 

In the second place, "to b-Uy out these concerns simply implies a con¬ 
tinuation of the' exploitation of the workers "in order to pay for the 
business.. • ; -- " 

Incidentally, Engels has a very illuminat.'i'hg footnote in 
"Socialism, Utopian and Scientific" dealing with this very question: 
"Of late, since Bismarck went in for state ownership of industrial 
establishments, a kind of spurious socialism' has arisen, degenerat¬ 
ing now and again into-something of flunkey ism!' tint without more 
ado declares ALL state ownership, even of the Bisnarckian Sort, tb 
be socialistic. Certainly, if the taking over by the state of the 
tobacco industry is socialistic, then, Napoleon and' Metternich must 
be numbered'amongst the founders of Socialism. If the Belgian 
state, for quite ordinary political and financial reasons, itself 
constructed its chief railway lines; if Bismarck, not under any 
economic compulsion, took over for the state the’chief Prussian 
lines, simply to be the better able to have them in hand in case of 
war, to bring up the railway employees as voting cattle for the 
. government, and especially to create for himself a new source of 
income independent of parliamentary votes—this was .in no sense a 
socialistic measure, directly or indirectly, consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously. Otherwise, thd Royal Maritime Company, the Royal Porce¬ 
lain manufacture, and even the regimental-tailor of the army would 
also be socialistic institutions* or even, as.was seriously pro¬ 
posed by a sly dog in Frederick Y/illiam Ill’s reign, the taking 
over by the ’state of the brothels." ; ... : .'!. 
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We must carefully explain to the people of Saskatchewan 
that the ownership of certain industries by the province no more 
constitutes socialism than did the public ownership of the railways 
by Bismarck, the founder of modern.German militarism, or than does 
the public ownership of the Canadian 1 National Railways by the Do¬ 
minion governmentwhich is hot usually suspected of socialist ten¬ 
dencies. jin CCF circles. " " ' 

Q,uite a few of the better'informed and more honest CCF 
people will agree with us that there is no socialism in Saskatchewan 
today, "But”, they will say hopefully, ,T The reforms we are enacting 
constitute^ steps towards socialism". Again we must disagree. The 
reforms of the CCF government are not even steps toward-s socialism. 
Making a reform here and there does not begin to change the nature 
of capitalism. Capitalism cannot be reformed out of existence. 

The Fabians—the early English social democrats, used to claim that 
all that was necessary was to continuously make reforms and one 
morning we would wake up and find' ourselves living in a socialist 
society. They called it the "Inevitability of Gradualness", it 
doesn’t work out that way. At some stage in the process the capit¬ 
alists will discover that the reforms ar.e taking too much out of 
their profits, and at that point they will call a sudden--halt, and 
if the people don’t like it there is always'the police force and 
the army to deal with them. In other words, the rule of the capi¬ 
talists rests upon force in the final analysis. The people can 
only overcome that rule and establish their own government by be¬ 
ing sufficiently united and sufficiently well organized to counter¬ 
act the ; force of the capitalist 'class, in this process, the 
stru ggle for reforms play's a very important part, because in that 
"struggle the people learn the power of unity and of organization, 
and come to understand the need not just for reforming capitalism 
but for the complete abolition of the capitalist system. 

We do not point ‘all these things out because we are in¬ 
different to the limited achievements of the present Saskatchewan 
government. The members of our party live and work amongst and 
•are part of the‘people of Saskatchewan; Naturally, we rejoice with 
the people at every improvement that makes life a little easier for 
them. When the monopolies launch attacks against good legislation 
passed by the Saskatchewan government,as is the case in connection 
with the Farm Security Act, the Labor-Progressive Party will be 
always found in the front ranks of those who defend the interests . 
of our province. ’ 

But we do not help the people of Saskatchewan if we fail 
to fight against the illusions spread by the CCE about the alleged¬ 
ly socialist character of their program. More than that, it is 
urgently necessary that we.develop a very definite criticism of the 
Saskatchewan government in the following directions: 

Firstly, the government fails to give any leadership to 
the people in the struggle against monopoly capitalism. This is 
because the government is a social democratic government and there¬ 
fore sees no necessity to fight hgainst monopoly capitalism. It 
is true that the Legislative Assembly passes pious resolutions and 
that cabinet ministers journey regularly to Ottawa to lay the pro¬ 
vince’s case before the Dominion government. Occasionally, Tommy 
Douglas even makes a radio speech calling for pressure on the Do¬ 
minion. But that is as far as it ever goes. There is so much 
more that this government could do to dramatize the* fight against 
monopoly—to bring into action masses of people. They could utilize 
all the means at their disposal to explain to. the people the real 
issues involved in the present internati onal situation, to warn them 
against' the deadly menace of atomic war. Yet when Watson Thomson 
tried to use the machinery of the Adult Education Division to this 
end, he was forced by the Government to resign. Today the CCF is 
doing precisely nothing in Saskatchewan about the fight for peace. 
They continue to be the noisy apologists for the infamous imperial¬ 
ist policy pursued by the British Labor government in Indonesia, 
Greece, India, Palestine, and many other places. Those CCF leaders 
that do not loudly defend Bevin, condone his actions by their 
silence. 


On such great issues as the Dominion-Provincial conference 
they could, have organized mass meeting's in every nook and cranny of 
the province. They could have sent mass delegations to Ottawa con¬ 
sisting of train loads of representative Saskatchewan citizens who 
could have camped on Parliament Hill until the Conference took ac¬ 
tion in the interests of the people. The same thing could have 
been done in connection with the milk subsidy, and around the farm" 
strike. The CCF government could have used its position to set on 
foot struggles against monopoly and against Mackenzie King which 
would have electrified this nation, and galvanized it into action. 
But the government after two years in office still remains a govern¬ 
ment which does not fight for the people of Saskatchewan. 


Secondly, in carrying through its reform program, the CCF 
has spent more money on the needs of the people. BUT IT IS HOT 
ENOUGH .JUST TO SPEND MORE MONEY OH THE NEEDS" OF THE PEOPLE. THAT 
HOLEY MUST BE SECURED IH SUCH A HAY THAT HEALTH IS REDISTRIBUTED. 

IT-MUST BE-TAKEN FROM THOSE WHO HAVE THE MOST AND GIVEN TO THOSE 
HHO HAVE LESS. A GOVERNMENT WHICH PUTS MONEY INTO THE WORKER'S 
RIGHT HAND POCKET WHICH IT HAS JUST TAKEN OUT OF HIS LEFT HAND POC¬ 
KET, IS;NOT SOLVING THE WORKER'S PROBLEMS. 


The CCF in their provincial program issued before the 
provincial election stated a number of methods which they would 
employ in raising the finances to carry out their program. Briefly 
these were: 


1) . More.Federal assistance. The final deal which it appears 
will be made with Ottawa will provide some §5,000,000 more for the 
Provincial Treasury, but this ‘falls far short of the promises made 
last year by the Dominion government which also contemplated giv¬ 
ing the . province §12,500,-000 in health'grants, and $11,000,000 for 
increased old age pensions. The fact is’- that the provincial govern¬ 
ment as we have already pointed out, has failed to'fight in any 

efi ective vvay for adequate adjustments of Domini on-provincial finan¬ 
cial relations. They have failed to expose the game played by Drew 
and Duplessis on the one hand and King on the other. Finally, they 
have permitted themselves to become the victims of one of Mr. 
Ilsley's hard bargains. 

2) -lowered: administrative costs through the elimination of graft 
ano. inefficiency• Administrative costs are now much higher than 
they vjere under the Liberals. We have no information that this is 
due-to graft. Certainly, however, the increased activity of the 
government in many xields has led to increased rather than lessened 
expenses. 


3) In the^pre-election program these words appear: "The Govern¬ 
ment can reiuse to pay the high interest charges currently levied 
to service the provincial debt.” These" were fighting words. What 
lappened? Hast year Mr. C. M. Fines* the Provincial Treasurer, was 
able to announce a reduction in interest charges of three one-hund¬ 
redths of one percent, with prospects of some further reductions. 

Mr. Fines describes the "struggle” put up by the government to 
secure these concessions from the bondholders; ”i cannot speak too 
nighiy of the courteous reception accorded us (by the bondholders). 

Much interest was shown in what was happening in Saskatchewan. 

It was our task to explain our program, to toll of our accomplish¬ 
ments, and of our plans for the future development of Saskatchewan.., 
We assured the investors, as I stated a year ago in my budget add¬ 
ress, that Saskatchewan always will scrupulously honour its fair - 
and gust obligations, that it will meticulously safeguard the sav-\ 
ings ox those who invest in the resources of the province, and that 
we would act in accordance with justice at all times. I am glad to 

. Hon - members tonight that those: policies' have been 
i allowed at ,all. times by-'-this government and'will continue to be 
followed. ,. Thus, did the .Saskatchewan government "refuse" to pav 
che bondholder's pound of flesh. - y * * 


4) Finally, :the government was going to 
wholesale - distribution- of petroleum, food, 


obtain'.money from the 
machinery,' and' from the 
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sale of electric power and the development of the natural resources 
of the province. There has actually been virtually nothing done 
in regard to any of these proposals. In the meantime,, though, 
large sums of money have been sunk, in the shoe factory, the wool 
fact pry* : and the clay products factory in ■'anticipation of sub¬ 
stantial profits. These, profits, of course, as every-Marxist knows, 
will be derived from the exploitation of the workers in the plants 
in apestion. How large they will be remains to be seen, but there 
.is reason to.believe that some people in and around the government 
have been disappointed by the "un-cooperative attitude"" of the 
trade unions in the industries in question, which have fought with 
some success for higher wages, and consequently against- higher re¬ 
turns to the government. 

Since the government has raised its funds in none of the 
.ways it said it would, the question arises where actually has the 
increased revenue come from? 

*-*•* • ' • : V ' * V y * > , . •; Wy ' ’ . v ' ';f., ' 

Briefly, it has been derived from: 

1, High estimated revenue based on very high provincial in¬ 
come as. a result of war-time prosperity. Such prosperity insures 
higher tax collections and greater liquor profits.- But such pros¬ 
perity, as we have seen is passing away. 

2. Retention of the Education Tax which only recently has 
been removed from food, and remains as before on all other items. 

3. Head 'taxes like the one to raise the money to pay for- 

.hospitalization, which ar.e regressive and bear most heavily on 
those least able to pay. ’’ : ■ -w 

. - It will be.seen that the government actually has no plans 

for'carrying put its social reform program in such a way -that 
wealth will be redistributed, and the load eased on the lower in¬ 
come sections of ourpopulation. '• a 

« , i. • ■ ' . r -/ . .. . ■ . . . .1 . 

The Labor-Prbgrpssive Party-puts forward a number Of pro¬ 
posals for dealing with this situation: * 

1. ;Renewed fight for adequate assistance from the"Dominion 

government. ' ; ' - . - 

5 ' ■' - . - r .- •; • ; . 

2. Renewed fight to impose taxation on the Railways commen¬ 
surate with their ability to pay. 

. » ’ » 

: 3. Taxation on the big farms. 

4, Changing taxes like the Hospital tax to provide that .those 
who have the most money will pay the m-ost taxes. 

jo. . Equalization throughout the province of taxation on real 
property .raised for the purpose of education. 

In Our opinion, this question of taxation represents the 
greatest single weakness that has to date been revealed in the ad¬ 
ministration of Saskatrchcwan by the CCF.. 

Third', the Saskatchewan government is to be criticized for 
its weakness in failing to hemove from key positions in the provin¬ 
cial administration, liberal and Tory heelers who have no sympathy 
with the : needs of the people, and will do nothing but use their 
position to sabotage any reforms enacted by the government. Such 
a person .is J. H. Williams', a liberal heeler, who continues as 
Chairman'of the Saskatchewan Minimum Wage Board. While retaining 
such elements in its service, the CCF dismisses progressives such 
as Watson Thomson and Edward Parker. All this indicates a desire 
to appease and win over the entrenched reactionary machine in the 
provincial civil service. 

In short, the people of Saskatchewan had expected that the 

t 



CCF government would be a bulwark against reaction. Instead the 
CCF government has failed again and again to take up the battle 
against the monopolies. The people had expected that the reforms 
of the government would be paid for at the expense of the monopo¬ 
lies. Instead, the reforms are being paid for by the people, and 
in many cases those sections of the people least able to pay for 
them. More than this, it becomes ever..clcarcr that the government 
intends to continue its present policies, unless public opinion 
forces it to do otherwise. As time goes on, the class character 
of the government becomes more apparent, speaking as it does mainly 
for the big farmers who arc doing all right under present con¬ 
ditions, and feel quite complacent about the future, despite the 
fact‘that the smaller farmers and workers can sec nothing in that 
future but new and deeper crisis. 


'" 'With the provincial election approaching, it becomes im¬ 
portant'that, most serious consideration be given by all Saskatchewan 
progressives to the problem of the government this province needs. 


dr ; »' .. c-, ; i • 

1 -,.‘ 7^. .Pre.Gipely because of the weaknesses displayed by the CCF 
govSrhmeht ,' and;the consequent disillusionment which has grown up 
amlhgSt' some of ;^he most active and militant supporters ofgthe CCF, 
a “danger exists of reactionary victory in the next provincial elec¬ 
tion.' I hm\h?t predicting that this will fiappen. ; A11 I am point¬ 
ing'..put is that it could happen, and it is our duty to voice a 
'very serious warning to .this effect. It is not necessary to dwell 
at length on tha records • of the Liberal and Conservative parties 
in Saskatchewan.'. Save for one. ,f iv,e year break, the Liberal Party 
was in'.offic.e. during the first -thirty-six years of Saskatchewan’s 
existence as a province. The Gardiner machine became notorious 
throughoutk Canada for its.corrupt ion. Saskatchewan lagged far be¬ 
hind .all'her . sister Western provinces in the field of social 
legislation. Our public works and roads were in a scandalous 
condition. There was almost a complete absence of labor legis¬ 
lation. Indeed, It may "be said that a large part of the Legis¬ 
lative and administrative program of the CCF government has con¬ 
sisted merely in bringing Saskatchewan up to the levels achieved 
under bourgeois governments in other Western provinces. 


During the five years that the Liberals, were not in of¬ 
fice, w.c enjoyed the dubious 'benefits of a government dominated by 
the Cbnservatiye Party. This, was in'the early years of the de¬ 
pression., The'Anherspn. govcrnniGnt.-will forever fye ■remembered by 
the peopl'd of Saskatchewan as 'the government of evictions and star¬ 
vation. . ,On that government rests the blood of the martyred miners 
of Esteyan. . In the three successive .provincial elections the 
people of. Saskatchewan have resolutely blocked the doors of the 
Legislative Assembly to the Conservative party, and.not one Tory 
has ever 'set foot within it s wallssince the. defeat- of the A" Per¬ 
son government. , .v - . 


It is, rather from the. Liberals. 1 that-tlie ,main danger of 
reactionary victory now comes. Thi,S r Party has been refurbished 
with a new leader, the"wily Walter Tucker. They will conduct a 
determined and re3ourpeful campaign.: -Lever will they utter so much 
as a hint of. their re,pi intent i.ons ,-t.o scrap : the ref or ms which have 
been enacted by the CCF* Rather, they will play up every mistake 
the government makes, cleverly'‘poster...every feeling-.of. dissatis¬ 
faction. They will talk'much about what they are pleased to call 
freedom, whiep. of course means freedom for the monopolies, and' 
slavery for the people. They will link the- CCF with, the Communists, 
and both of them with totalitarianism and fascism,, and thus seek to 
frighten, the people into voting, for their, own worst enemies. 

It must be emphasized that: the, clecti on-of the-Liberals 
or a;combination of Liberals and Torie.s would-be an unmitigated 
disaster for Saskatchewan,. The. wholp." burden of ; tho coming .depres¬ 
sion would bb 'ruthlessly loaded'on .theipeople, The government 
would bec ome" the agents of the ' great ,mortgage companiqs.who. seek 
to drive most of the farmer's, off the land, and reduce thccrest ! of. 
the level of the Southern share-croppers, All the advanced.labor 
legislati oh passed by the CC.F.: government bw-iuld be wiped -from the: 
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statute books. Surely, it is evident that all progressive forces 
in Saskatchewan must now determine that the old-line parties shall 
;Vver again hold office in Saskatchewan, that instead they must be 
driven completely and forever from what positions they now hold. 

I should like at this point to say a word about the Social 
CTredit Party. The Social Credit government in Alberta has to some 
extent given expression to the-anti-monopolist feelings of the 
people of our neighbor province, although the real direction of 
Alberta government policy has been revealed in the ..recent ffarm 
strike which Manning and Company condemned, and then called out the 
police to suppress. The national leadership of the. Social' Credit 
Party under Solon Low has striven to replace 'the Tory party as the 
mos-t rabidly jingoistic, and openly reactionary Party in this coun¬ 
try. They are loudly anti-Commdnist, Anti-Soviet, Ariti-Semitic. 
Hlynka is the darling of the Ukrainian Nationalists'. ,Jacques makes 
common cause with Gerald L. K. Smith, the notorious American fascist 
In Saskatchewan they have found a fitting provincial Fuhrer in Dr. 
J. .II. Haldeman, and are now busily engaged' in nominating candidates 
all over the province. Undoubtedly they are seeking to develop 
their main basis amongst Ukrainian Nationalist and German Nazi 
sympathizers. They are not a serious threat as yet from the. stand¬ 
point of winning power in Saskatchewan, but, we cannot afford to 
underestimate them. While patiently explaining to honest rank and 
file social creditors the’true colours of their leaders,-we must 
conduct the most determined campaign to expose those, leaders for 
the pack oh fascist sympathizers that they are. 

How will we insure the def'eat of reaction- in Saskatchewan 
in the next provincial election? By developing the broadest and 
most united fight for the carrying through of all progressive 
measures in the interests of the people. Out of.this struggle for 
the immediate needs of the people will come that unity, in action 
of-the farmers and workers, of the CCF and the LPP which will be 
the guarantee that Saskatchewan will not go back to reactipn. 

. • C V . ' • ■’ • ' : : -. v 

O' But it is not'- enough-that Saskatchewan'.should simply be 
saved from going back to reaction. Saskatchev. ; an must move for¬ 
ward. The next Legislature must more closely reflect the aspira¬ 
tions of the common people —both farmers and workers, it. must be 
a Legislature which fights for the people, •which is a real bul¬ 
wark against the-'-monopolies. To achieve that kind of a legislature 
will also require-the unity in action of the farmers and workers, 
of the-CCF and the LPP—that unity in action which will be forged 
in the- struggles for the immediate needs pf the people. 

More specifically, I think there are certain developments 
which need to take form in our province in order to guarantee the 
defeat of the reactionary agents , of monopoly and the further pro¬ 
gressive advance of our province.! These 'are*. 

lr ‘The -Labor-progressive Party, as the only socialist party 
in this province, -as the only Party which never falters in the 
fight against -capitalism, must bring forward' candidates in those 
constituencies where the strength 6f our Party demands that the 
people have Socialist candidates to support. More, we- must and 
will elect a number of these candidates to the Legislature. It is 
not our intention to try to elect Labor-Progressive government, in 
this- province in the next election. Our strength does not .yet war¬ 
rant such a perspective. But it most definitely is our intention 
to make our influence felt in the next Legislature by electing 
M.L.A.’s who will carry into the Legislature the fight f or social¬ 
ism and the people's needs, and who will conduct that fight in the 
light of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism. 

2. There should also take place the entry directly and inde¬ 
pendently into the political struggles of the province of the strong 
young trade union movement, which must accept responsibility for 
seeing to it that representatives of labor sit in the next house 
who are free from the influence of Social reformist illusions. 

,3. The re-organized farm movement in Saskatchewan must take 
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a most active ^nd alert interest in provincial political develop¬ 
ments, not. hesitating t o criticise every failure of the CCF*to 
serve. the best interests of the farmers, it is possible that' in 
certain constituencies independent farm candidates may come for- 
v,a / , a ? a l°si ca l result of the development of farm organization 
criticism against certain of the CCF M.L.A's who prove- themselves 
incapable of carrying forward the battles of the small farmers.. - 
It would be wrong, however, to attempt to draw up any blue-prints 
or to make any mechanical generalizations about the possibility of 
such developments at this. time. 4 * 

.... 4 *u left-wing of the CCF which exists in this province 
although in a very amorphous and leaderless state, must begin to 
fight much more consciously for that unity of all progressive for- 
ces which is essential to the struggle for reforms now and social- 
I Tdey must strive for an understanding of the 

iact that this fight ..outweighs in importance all considerations of 
partisan and ..personal advantage. 

On the foundation of these developments, then, it will 
be possible to build the co-operation between farmer and labor or- 
5°^’^ ? e J ween the CCF and the LPP which will guarantee 
f / n ^^Saskatchewan by electing a legislature truly represen¬ 
tative of all progressive forces in the province. 

raus J, be dearly emphasized that these, are not propos- 
mIp V t Lf eplaee S CF Wlth a farmer-lab or or LPP government/ 

a proposals -for the co-operation of the CCF with labor and 
farm organizations, and with the LPP in the interests of the people 

the Per / n in the CCF WJao is Peking to hbighteS 

tne fight against monopoly, who honestly works for a better life 

// // men and women, need, fear these proposals in any way. 

£ eared °nly by those elements in the CCF who seek tt/ 
UoG their Party as a shield for big business. 


•ns si Me 15 elements will seek to spread as much confusion as " 
possible about the. nature of our proposals. Thev will sav that 
£*•?«* forward LPP candidates,Vif iniependent labor^^fa™ 
/ idates are nominated, it will lead to a split vote and the 
actionanes will b.e elected. There is not one iota of truth in 
nS aacu ? at ibn. Insofar as the. LPP is concerned; we are ready 
now and w i H i be reaay : .every day between now and the closing of 

./fu 0 / 1 p™ inatloas for tlia next - provincial election to discuss 
the' „ 5 t I organization provincially and in each constituency 

1 w Qfhaw one progressive csyididat-e can be brought, for- 
_a d in each constituency to insure the defeat of Liberals and ' 
Tories. The only thing we are not prepared to agree to is that 

has a to run except CCF’efs, and that all othei pro¬ 
gressives must give the CCF blind support. P 

i . . Furthermore,, the CCF has within its power the means of 

h + . dan S er . split progressive votes. They can carry 

ballot in Sjf t 3 H Pr3mi v e t° iatroduce the single transferable - 
ballot in Saskatchewan elections. Thus the low progressive can- 

tS ot 6 h^ eaCh seat wi U Je eliminated and his vote/all couS for 

Certainlv P if g fh Trri £ aadldate wh3 a-greater number of votes. 

oect it y will Cdrry ° Ut its P r3mises in this res- 

snlfttiL thf ha ^ e , llt / e basis i or arguing that anybody else is 
splitting the progressive vote. J 

To sum up our position on .the provincial elections, then* 

1. We will Work for the complete defeat of the oarties of 
reaction, particularly the Liberals who represbnt the main threat. 

rr -p p* To accomplish this, we will work to build farmer-labor, 
uCF-nPP unity around the immediate struggles of the . people.. 

3. We will work for the election of a Legislature which will 
express within- its composition that farmer-labSr, ScMPp/Sitv bJ 
containing representatives not only of the CCF but ^so of * 




party as well as independent representatives of labor and farm 
orgstniz&'ti dhs; ' Such, a legislature villi guarantee that the weak¬ 
nesses L of. t-he present-/CCE government' are overcame. Such a Legis- 
latusce vW4ll bn-a- powerful instrument in the fight..i'or- --pr ogress 
and -sccdalismA ’7 77’7 7'7 / 



I-have dealt in-tlxts;•report at. considerable length with 
the approach which the Provincial ExecdtlVe feels our Earty must 
make: th the next Provincial election. This has bc.en necessary be¬ 
cause,-of-the complexity of the problems involved. But it should 
not be assumed on this account that ail the'efforts of our' Party 
during the next period will be devoted simply 1 0 electoral activ¬ 
ity We' realize that elections are not won by'.’progressives in that 
wayv- Electi ons are won as a 1 result of the struggles which'are set 
on-'loot, and the'movements which arise out of thp.se.,.struggles. 


oih; The great issues which I set forth in. the" early part of 
this report provide the- basis for developing a broad and mighty- 
movement in Saskatchewan. 


: Ih : the country, the first job to be done, and in which 
our party will wholeheartedly assist, is the building up of a 
powerful farm organization, with' functioning local.^lodges ,in : every 
community. In re-building the U.-E.C., We will find that its truest 
and most solid supporters will be the small farmers who are faced 
with economic extinction as farmers by the inexorable working of 
the laws of'Capitalist development. The U.-E.C. must be..based 
solidly .amongst the small farmer’s,' and that position must be re¬ 
flected'-in the leadership which. : s : ould be representative in the main 
of small farmers. ' - ; ~. . ” . ..' 

t.L - r.f O: •• v.. ; ' • 

• iz We should work : 't’b ‘clhrify the understanding of the farm--... 
er.s as to the role of the co-ojDeNative's. TlW co-operatives perform 
a us-eful- service to the farmers", "but. they are nevertheless com¬ 
mercial organizations functioning within the 'framework of monopoly 
capitalism. As such they cannot themselv.ee lead the, economic 
struggles- of the farmers-against .monopoly. They, cannot act as the 
spokesmen' for- the farmers.* This'is the, task of the U.-E.C., and 
this point must be brought home. At the same time, this does not 
mean that-the progressive -farmers should, neglect their co-opera¬ 
tives. . Instead, -they should try 'much more'actively than hereto¬ 
fore, to- influence t-ho ■ policies-- of .’the 'co- operatives in a more pro¬ 
gressive direction. Certainly, they should strive to so alter the 
policies of the Co-operatives that in the future there will not be 
a re-occurence of the disgraceful conduct of a number of officials 
who tried'to- limit the effectiveness of the farm strike in every 
possible way. While the farmers cannot expect the co-ops to lead 
their struggles for them, they have, every right to demand that 
their co-ops will not try to hamstring them in their struggles. 


The trade union movement also faces important organiza¬ 
tional : tasks-. The recent successes in the organization of whole¬ 
sale/,and retail workers demonstrates clearly that the period for 


the organization of the unorganized is not past. It.will never be 
past a-s long as there are any workers left to organize. The or¬ 
ganization of -white' collar workers, the extensioja of union or¬ 
ganization into -the : smaller cities and larger towns, are immediate 
tasks.-on the agenda’--of the trade union movement. So also is the. 

the packing and railway 
for dissatisfaction on 
Nor should the unions 


movement 

development oft tiieUWage- struggle 1 notably in 
industries where there is much just grounds 
the part of the workers, with their leaders. 

in the- crowh c’orporation's’ ! -and civil service stand aloof from the 
struggle for higher wages. They are right in insisting that, the 
Saskatchewan government must set an example to all other employers 
by paying the Very best wages. 'The ties between the organized 
workers and organized farmers should be further strengthened. As 
we have already indicated, lab or" should come, forward as an- in.de- 
pendent political force withi^ the province. To all these objec¬ 
tives our party members in the trade unions will loyally.-/and,, con¬ 
structively-Work. ' .'," 7 .. , :■ 




There are other very important organizations of the people 
who can be brought into the struggle — the women’s organizations 
vitally concerned about the fight for peace and the fight for price 
controls; the veterans organizations, many of whose members are 
faced with serious problems of re-establishment because of Federal 
policy dictated by the monopolies; as well as the youth organiza¬ 
tions, and so on. Some of the problems which these organizations 
face will be discussed in more detail in the reports of the panels 
established to study those aspects of work. Suffice it to say, 
here too the members of our Party will bo found to be the hardest 
and most effective workers. 

The progressive movement in Saskatchewan should devote 
more attention to municipal affairs. The municipal councils can 
be involved much more fully in the defence of the interests of the 
people they represent, if more progressives seek and secure elec¬ 
tion to these bodies. Our Party in particular should devote more 
study to municipal problems so that we can develop a program of 
action suited to the needs of each municipality. Our Party members 
should be in the forefront of municipal politics, recognizing the 
excellent opportunity which exists to develop broad electoral 
unity around municipal issues which cannot but strengthen our fight 
for unity on the level of provincial politics. 

Finally, and in some ways most important of all we must 
here at this convention resolve to greatly improve the independent 
work of our Party. Our Party must speak to the people on every 
issue which is of concern to them whether it is parity prices, 
milk subsidies, housing, the Education Tax, peace, or the preserva¬ 
tion of democracy. We must constantly seek new ways of reaching 
the people with our message. We must become involved in big pub¬ 
lic discussions on the ouestion of what is democracy, and on the 
issues of wages and prices, refuting the arguments of the capital¬ 
ist press which holds that we are undemocratic or the other argu¬ 
ments which hold that higher wages mean higher prices. We must raise 
with the people not only great national and provincial issues, but 
also local issues as well. We must lead the struggles of the people 
around these issues which are* so close to them - roads, better 
schools, and so on. . . 

We must carry to the people the great ..message of socialism, 
\vhich alone can free them from the bondage of slavery to monopoly 
capitalism. We must emphasize and re-emphasize that socialism is 
a O oal to be won only through struggle. 

To do these things we will have to greatly improve the 
level of political understanding of our own Party membership. We 
will have to hold more schools, organize more study classes and im¬ 
prove our educational work in the clubs. Our Party will be able to 
grapple with the tasks it faces, precisely to the extent that our 
grasp of the theory of Marxism-Leninism is strengthened, .'So wc must, 
individually and collectively, study and re-study the great works ' 
of Marx and Engels, Lenin and Stalin. We must study our own Cana¬ 
dian Marxist materials, in the national Convention Reports, in LAM, 
in the Tribune. We must ourselves in a modest way try to contri¬ 
bute to the development of Marxist theory in Canada by carrying on 
research in the light of Marxist science into such questions as the 
development of capitalism in ‘Western agriculture, the character of 
social democracy, the history of the farm struggles on the prairies. 

If we do these things I am confident that we will be able 
to bring into our Party in the next few months hundreds of the fin¬ 
est and most militant people in our province. Thus we will be able 
to fulfill the pledge wc have made to our loader, Comrade Buck, to 
the national Committee p.nd to all our comrades in every part of 
Canada that we will build the Party of Socialism in Saskatchewan. 

Wc will be able to promise them that in the stern time of testing 
that lies ahead of us all, the Party in this province will prove it¬ 
self worthy of the finest fighting traditions of the Coipiunist move¬ 
ment in our country. 










